NATUKE AND FUNCTION OF RELIGION

is, in the sense of beliefs which govern tribal and
individual morality under a supernatural sanc-
tion/ l The reader will remember that we in-
cluded under the term Religion the amorphous
relations to which Howitt alludes. But the
difference, objective and subjective, between the
organised Religions, let us say that of Saint
Ignatius, and the guiding and restraining in-
fluence exercised upon an African savage or
a Parisian deist by the apprehension of a Great
Ruler, justifies the use of the differentiating
appellations, Passive and Active Religion.

We take this opportunity of remarking how
difficult it is even for particularly clear-headed
persons to keep Religion distinct from philo-
sophy. Lang was ill-advised enough to write in
the same place, ' If men believe in a potent
being who originally made or manufactured . . .
things, that is an idea so far religious that it
satisfies, by the figment of a supernatural agent,
the speculative faculty.' What has 'the specu-
lative faculty1 to do with Religion? As little
as the gratification of the aesthetic or of any
other ' faculty/ i.e. nothing at all. The outcome
of speculative thinking is philosophy, of which

1 f On some Australian Customs of Initiation,' Jr. of the
Anthrop. Inst., xiii. (1883-1884), p. 459.
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